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Outline

ÅDescribing two categories of blog: 

community-based and course-based

ÅIllustration using two cases
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Challenges

ÅStudents tend to use blogs mostly for 
entertainment purposes; they are not 
accustomed to responding to other blogs 
(Davidson 2008)

ÅThe majority may not voluntarily add postings 
because they do not perceive the value of 
doing so in an educationalcontext



Features and potential of blogs 
in education

ÅConnectinglearners with their ideas

ÅAllowing learners to contribute more than they might in 
a conventional face-to-face context (McConnell 2006)

ÅwŜŀŘƛƴƎ Ψup-to-the-minute postsΩ όNardiet al.2004)

ÅwŜŀŘƛƴƎ ǘƘǊƻǳƎƘ Ψone convenient and coherent viewΩ 
using RSS feeds (Martindale and Wiley 2005)

ÅDeveloping an effective learning community that 
encompasses both meaning and quality interactions 
between participants (Wenger 1998)

ÅAllowing a non-courseaudience access through 
subscription or by invitation (Tryon 2006)



Blogs in use

ÅCommunity-based ςlearners have individual 
blogs, and tasks are semi-structured to allow 
them to self-express, reflect and share 
experiences

ÅCourse-based ςONEblog, and tasks are 
structured to develop the intended learning 
skills and acquire knowledge of the course



Community-based blogs

Resource- and activity-rich 

ÅLearners have individual 
blogs

ÅProvide current resources

ÅFacilitate working in groups

Learners can

ÅDesign and write their own 
learning logs creatively

ÅReflect on in-class activities

ÅCommunicate with group 
members

ÅCommunicate between 
groups

ÅBe supported by mentors

ÅShare experiences between 
members and mentors



Case 1

Community-based blogs for orientation programme in 
the School of Hotel and Tourism Management 
(SHTM)

Programmes:

ÅHotel management

ÅTourism 
management

ÅConvention and 
event management



Blogging community: first-year students

Groups 

with 

mentors

http://op.shtm.polyu.edu.hk/blogs/Bloggers.aspx


Individual blog in the community-based blog



Reflecting class activities



Blogging group

Mentor from 
senior form inviting 
postings / sharing 
experience of 
university study
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Outcomes

The community-based nature of the blogs 
attracted many to view these postings. The 
blogs not only bridged the face-to-faceand 
the virtual learning environment, they also 
scaffolded communications for students 
between courses, between students from 
local, exchangeand international
backgrounds, and across year groups.



Course-based blogs

Resource-rich

ÅAllow access by students 
from the same course or 
across cohorts

ÅProvide course-related 
resources

ÅLink to online discipline-
related practice or journals

ÅSubscribe to high-quality 
articles with RSS feeds 

Learners can

ÅAccess resources

ÅReview current resources

ÅPractise writing tasks

ÅReflect on learning 
activities

ÅPost comments



Case 2
Course-ōŀǎŜŘ ōƭƻƎǎ ƛƴ Ψ9ƴƎƭƛǎƘ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ ƳŜŘƛŀΩΥ 

Create multiple opportunities for students, as 
future journalists, to develop writing fluency 
and presentation skills in mass media



Case 2

WebCT: content, 
discussion forum, 
email, assignment

Blogs: 

Archived resource

Group blogs



Practising writing different topics 

ÅTorch relay 
showcases the 
άƻƴŜ ŎƻǳƴǘǊȅΣ 
ǘǿƻ ǎȅǎǘŜƳǎέ
ÅPlights of Sex 

Workers in Hong 
Kong
ÅChoosing your 

own way of travel
ÅΧ

http://ettl.edc.polyu.edu.hk/~egdora/newsblog/2007_1_sem3/wp-content/uploads/2008/04/dress-in-red.jpg
http://ettl.edc.polyu.edu.hk/~egdora/newsblog/2007_1_sem3/wp-content/uploads/2008/04/a.bmp


Practising web-based writing

ÅHeadline

ÅSubtitle

ÅHyperlinks



Enhancing 
writing with 
multimedia:

A promotionalvideo 
for 

Olympicequestrian 
events in Hong Kong

http://ettl.edc.polyu.edu.hk/~egdora/newsblog/2007_1_sem1/?p=270

